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Abstract—This article presents a 2-D analytical model
for the potential and current characteristics of thin-film
transistors (TFTs) using Green’s function approach. The
model accurately incorporates the effects of nonuniform
trap charge distribution in the channel and includes
both top and bottom gate oxide regions with different
thicknesses. Solving 2-D Poisson’s equation, we derive
closed-form 2-D expressions for the potential profile in the
channel. While the model applies to any thin-film tech-
nologies such as indium oxide (InoO3), indium gallium
zinc oxide (IGZO), graphene, carbon nanotubes (CNTSs),
etc., in this work, the model is validated using experi-
mental data and TCAD Sentaurus simulations for In,O3
TFTs. Key results include analysis of short-channel effects
(SCEs), gate oxide scaling, and channel thickness vari-
ations on device performance. The model successfully
predicts subthreshold characteristics and drain-induced
barrier-lowering (DIBL) while identifying the limitations in
the on current region due to the absence of various scatter-
ing phenomena, such as surface scattering in the analytical
formulation. An improved mobility model, accounting for
field dependence, enhances the accuracy in the on region,
ensuring agreement with experimental and TCAD data
across various bias conditions.

Index Terms— Green’s function approach, indium oxide
(In203), thin-film transistors (TFTs).

[. INTRODUCTION

HIN-FILM transistors (TFTs) were first reported
Tin 1962 [1]. Subsequently, TFTs demonstrated remark-
able applications in liquid-crystal displays [2], transpar-
ent indium gallium zinc oxide (IGZO) [3], and flexible
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electronics [4], [5]. Recently, indium oxide (In,Os3)-based
TFTs have been extensively studied for back-end-of-line
(BEOL) semiconductor manufacturing processes due to their
compatibility with the atomic-layer-deposition (ALD) process,
low thermal budget, and an expectantly high on/orr current
ratio [6], [7], [8].

Chakraborty et al. [6] demonstrated the W-doped In,O;
FET with Iox ~ 370 pwA/um, and Ion/Iopr > 10°. The
ALD process has recently been used to fabricate TFTs with
channel thickness < 1 nm [7]. Exceptionally high on current
> 1 mA/um and mobility > 80 cm?/V s are observed in ALD-
grown TFTs [9], [10]. Furthermore, monolithic 3-D integration
of In,O3 FETs is reported in [8] and [11].

The charge neutrality level (CNL) in intrinsic (InpO3)
resides well above the conduction band edge (E.) [12], [13].
Consequently, the Fermi level shifts toward the conduc-
tion band maximum, yielding a high electron density
(10"°-10% ¢cm~3) even at zero bias [12], [14]. Oxygen vacan-
cies act as shallow donors, making the channel inherently
n-type. Since the trap density (N;) is directly linked to the
electron density, N, at equilibrium matches the carrier concen-
tration. An increase in N, effectively enhances n-type doping,
reducing the barrier height. In contrast, in conventional n-p-n
MOSFETs, higher channel doping raises the barrier height.

From a modeling perspective, the initial focus was on the
amorphous silicon FET: A current-voltage and mobility model
is presented by Shur et al. [15], and a SPICE-compatible
circuit model in [16] and [17]. Recently, there have been
reports on IGZO modeling aspects, such as current—voltage
modeling above the threshold region in [18], 1-D surface
potential modeling [19], [20], a drain current model including
trap impact on [21], and a 1-D berkeley short-channel IGFET
model (BSIM)-based TFT model in [22].

These modeling approaches can be broadly divided into two
categories.

1) Surface-potential-based modeling, which considers
1-D  Poisson’s equation, incorporating only the
gate-directional electric field into the surface potential
modeling [17], [18], [19], [20]. The conformal mapping
approach to obtain potential distribution is used in [23],
and charge-based modeling is reported in [24].
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2) SPICE-compatible circuit modeling based on 1-D Pois-
son’s equation [16], [17], [22].

However, none of these models incorporates 2-D Poisson’
equation to obtain the potential distribution in the channel,
which has a 2-D spatial dependence (x,y). Solving 2-D
Poisson’s equation is necessary to accurately capture the
impact of oxide/channel scaling on threshold voltage roll-off
and drain-induced barrier-lowering (DIBL) [25], [26], [27],
[28], [29]. Furthermore, 1-D Poisson’s equation only considers
the gate-directed electric field (in the y-direction), neglect-
ing the drain-to-source electric field, which means it cannot
capture short-channel effects (SCEs) [25], [27]. Solution to
2-D Poisson’s equation is required to predict threshold voltage
roll-off, subthreshold slope degradation, and DIBL, which are
crucial for studying device (technology) scaling analysis.

Therefore, this work focuses on the 2-D analytical modeling
of TFTs, including the impact of the gate and drain electric
fields in deriving the 2-D channel potential. The derived model
can predict the impact of scaling of physical parameters such
as oxide thickness, channel thickness, and channel length on
the device’s SCEs and DIBL.

Fundamentally, there are two analytical approaches avail-
able in the literature to solve 2-D Poisson’s equations:
1) scale-length modeling [25] and 2) Green’s function
approach [26]. Both the models are consistent with TCAD.
However, the scale-length model cannot handle a nonuniform
doping profile in the channel [26]. On the other hand, the
scale-length model requires fewer terms than Green’s function
approach. Since TFTs have trap charges in the channel, which
possess a 2-D spatial distribution, this work adapts Green’s
function approach to model the SCEs in TFTs [26].

The 2-D analytical model provides deeper insights into
device physics, as the potential equation directly reveals
first-order approximations of how physical parameter scaling
impacts the electrostatic barrier. In addition, we simplify the
analytical model into a unified potential equation (54). The
surface potential at the mid-channel can be obtained by setting
x = L/2 and y = t,, which serves as a foundation for
circuit-level or SPICE-level modeling. A key advantage of the
analytical model over TCAD simulations is its computational
efficiency. It generates 1,—V, curves within seconds, whereas
TCAD simulations can take significantly longer depending on
the setup. Furthermore, the analytical model always converges
due to its compact formulation, whereas TCAD simulations
can face convergence challenges.

[I. TRAP PROFILE MODELING

Fig. 1 shows the schematic of the double-gate thin film
transistor considered in this work with different top and bottom
gate oxide thicknesses. The 2-D trap distribution can be
analytically modeled as

px, y) = fxX)f). (1

The In,O; material exhibits bulk trap density [12], [13],
leading to f(y) = ¢N,/€, where g, N,, and € are the
electron charge, peak value of trap concentration (constant),
and channel permittivity, respectively.

The function f(x) includes the variation in the trap distri-
bution along the x-direction [source to drain direction (S-D)].
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Fig. 1. Schematic of InoO3 TFT. Default parameters: Channel thickness
(n = 1 nm), back-gate oxide thickness (fox, = 5 nm), front-gate
oxide thickness (fox;, = 4 nm), channel length (L = 40 nm), drain bias
(Vgs = 0.5 V), top gate voltage (Vgs1 = 0 V), SiO2 relative permittiv-
ity = 3.9, and HfO5 relative permittivity = 15.
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Fig. 2. Comparison between approximated and Gaussian trap profile in
the channel. Default parameters: A\ = 8 nm, Wy = 4 nm, and peak trap
density = 1 x 10%° ¢cm=3.

In general, for numerical modeling purposes, it is reasonable
to assume the Gaussian trap distribution [29], [30], [31].
Furthermore, the model validation section shows that assuming
Gaussian trap distribution leads to model consistency with the
experimental and TCAD data. However, an exact Gaussian
function will not produce analytical solutions for 2-D Pois-
son’s equation. Since this work aims to derive an analytical
model, it is imperative to approximate the Gaussian distribu-
tion in a closed-form equation. Fig. 2 shows comparison of the
approximated function f(x) and the exact Gaussian function.
The function f(x) is defined in the Fourier series form

) = %°+2Aj cos(k;x). @)
J

Note that there will not be sine terms in (2) due to the even
symmetry of the function f(x). Here, ao is the zero-order
Fourier series coefficient, Tp is the period, and A; is the jth
series coefficient, calculated below

2 2
a=-—— [ fx)dx = (T—D)O\ + Wo) 3

Tp Jt,

Aj = i/ cos(ij)f(x) dx
Tp Jr,
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B l(cos(ijb) — cos(k;jx,) N )\sin(k_,-xb))
A k2 k;
N l(cos(ijc) —cos(kjxa) sin(ijc))
A @ 3
sin(k;x,)

N sin(kjx.) —

4
K “)
Xg=L/2—Wy/2—=X; xp=LJ2—Wy/2; 4)
Xe=L/24+Wy/2; xq=LJ/2+Wy/24+ X
2w
Tp =22+ Wo+koL; kj=—— (6)
Tp

where ky > 1 ensures that the function f(x) does not repeat
in the channel twice, signifying a correct distribution function
(see Fig. 2).

Il1. 2-D ANALYTICAL POTENTIAL PROFILE MODELING

The 2-D Poisson’s equation in the oxide and channel regions
can be expressed as

82¢?X(x’ y) 32¢?X ‘
9x2 0y 0 [Top oxide] 7)
PP(x,y)  PP(x, v _
0x2 + dy2 p(x,y) [Channel] )
92pox , 2%
¢2 (.X )’) ¢2 =0 [BOttOm OXide], (9)
dx2 dy2

We consider a generic device with different top and gate
oxide thicknesses as f,x; and f.x», respectively, as well as
materials with different permittivities. The model will also
apply to symmetric cases by replacing fox; = fox2 = fox-

Green’s identity is a well-established method for obtaining
analytical closed-form solutions to electrostatics boundary-
value problems, which can handle nonuniform charge distribu-
tion in 2-D Poisson’s equation [26], [32]. In a bounded region,
Green’s identity is expressed as

¢(x,y) = //(@)G(xsy;x’,y/)dx/dy/

oG (x, y: x',y
+}4IG(x,y;x’, y’)% —¢M]dl/.
i n

on’

The first step is to derive Green’s functions [G (x, y; x’, y')]
for the various regions using the Dirichlet and Neumann
boundary conditions. A detailed methodology for calculating
Green’s functions is provided in our earlier work [33]. The fol-
lowing potential profiles are obtained by substituting Green’s
functions into Green’s identity.

(10)

A. Channel Region

The impact of trap charge distribution on the potential
profile is primarily included in the first term of (10). For n # 0,
substituting the channel region Green’s function (60) into (10)
results in a zero value due to the cosine integration term

tox1+lch nir t t — v/
/ cos (OX] e y) dy =0.
tox1 fch

Green’s function for the n = 0 term is calculated as

1 (L—x’)x 0<x<x
11 RV _
G_\’ ('x’ y’x’y)nzo_ tChL [x,(L—_x) _x/ <x <L

Using (11) in (10), we derive the following potential profile:

]. (11)

Grap(X) = Ni(L — ) /0 X f () dx

L

+ N,x/ (L —x')f(x))dx".
Substituting f(x) from (2) into (12) and simplifying
¢trap(x)

2 (gN;
- = 2 1 (L—x)
TD eL 4

qu

(12)

xcos(kjL) +x—L)

Lcos k x)
Z e
j

13)

Top gate oxide and bottom gate oxide interfaces exhibit
the Neumann boundary conditions. Hence, the second term
from (10) derives the following potential function at the top
and bottom interfaces:

0
¢ B (x,y) = j{G(x, y; ¥/, y/)—?dl/.
! on

Plugging Green’s function (59) into the above equation

(14)

2 Z sin(k, x)

k€ sinh(k,,t.)
X {DstOSh(km (fox1 + fen — ¥)) — Dy cosh(kp, (fox1 — y))}
(15)

" x,y) =

where k,, = mm/L, Dy, and Dy, are the Fourier coefficients
for the top and bottom interfaces, respectively, defined as

L . / 8¢ I
Dy=—¢ [ sin(kyx')——dx' aty =1 (16)
0 3y’

L : / a¢ I

Dy, = —€ | sin(kyx')—dx' aty =ty +1th. (17)
0 ay’

The left and right boundary interfaces, x = 0 and x = L,

exhibit the Dirichlet boundary conditions, leading to the fol-

lowing potential profile:

x y5 ) /
¥ = = fo p G YY) g
Using Green’s function (60) in the above equation
2~ cos(k (tox1 + ten — y))
L.R _“ n
e =1 Z sinh (K//L)
x (B! sinh(kl (L — x)) 4+ B sinh(k/'x)).
(19)

Here, k! = nm/ten, Bn, and By are the left and right
boundaries’ Fourier series coefficients. All the necessary series
coefficients are derived in Section IV. The net potential
equation in the channel is followed as:

Gen(x,¥) = Puap(X) + 7P (x, ) + LR (x,y). (20)
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B. Top Gate Oxide Region

Oxide regions do not have any free charge. Hence,
p(x,y) = 0. Due to the known applied voltage Vg, the top
interface is at the Dirichlet boundary condition. Plugging (58)
into Green’s identity and simplifying

Pa, (X, )

t : [ G /
/ ¢£(l(x,y)(x,0)(8 ,X) dx
0 y y>y'

2 Z sin(kx) cosh(ky (fox, — ¥)) Vi (1 + (=)™ )
L4 Ko €08 (Kintox, ) ’

21

Here, V| = Vg1 — Vi, and Vg, is the flat band voltage.
The interface along the oxide/channel (or bottom interface
of the top gate oxide region) uses the Neumann boundary
condition, using G/ into (10) with y = o,
N 99
P, (6. 7) =fG(x,y;x’,y)—,
! dy
2 sin(k;,,x) sinh(k,, y) D
Ph .y =—=>" !
L~ fiyéox, cosh(kptox, )

dx’'

(22)

The left and right interfaces are at the Dirichlet boundary
conditions since these gap potentials can be approximated as
the linear profile [26]. Using (57) in (10), and simplifying

LR = 2o sinlkay)
Por)f (6. ) = = Z Smb (1)

x (A" sinh(k! (L — x)) + A% - sinh(kx)) (23)

where, k! = (2n — 1)1 /toy, -

C. Bottom Gate Oxide Region

Since the top and bottom gate oxide thicknesses are differ-
ent, leading to Dy #= —Dg,, we follow a similar approach used
for the top gate oxide region to derive the potential function
of the bottom gate oxide region:

¢0xz (x,y)
. 2 Z sin(k,,x) Dy, sinh(k,, (tg — y))
T L —~ €ox,km COS (km t(,xZ)

sin(knx) cosh(kn (1 = Y)Va (1 + (=D" ")

2
+ L ,Zn: Ko €08 (Kintox, )
N 2 sin(k (z9 — y))
fox, < sinh(k{l” L)

x (€} sinh(k'(L — x)) 4 C}j sinh(k."x))

(24)

where, f) = tox, + feh + fox,» and kK = (Zn;l)n.
0X)

IV. FOURIER SERIES COEFFICIENTS CALCULATION

The coefficients Dy and Dy, are defined such that electric
displacement continuity is maintained at the oxide/channel
interface [26]. The next step is to ensure potential continuity

at the interfaces, after which Dy and Dy, are determined using
standard Fourier series coefficient calculations [26]

L L
/ ¢0X1 (xa tox]) Sin(kmx)dx = /
0

®ch (x» Tox, ) sin(k,, x)dx
0
(25

L L
/ d)ch(x,tl)sin(kmx)dx:/ Gox, (x, t1) sin(k,x)dx
0 0

(26)

where, t; = fox, + ten, and f, = 11 + tox,. Solving the above
two equations for Dy and Dy,

dyd!" — d,d"

Dy= = 27)
(dy))” —d3'dy’
d\dy' —d,d"
Dy, = % (28)
(dy)’ — gy
d, =df +d)"" —d5"" — dyap (29)
dy = dg"” +d7"" 4 dgt — divap 30)
2 (qN, Aj . j m,j
dtrap_T_D(GL)Z:k_?(da +db ) (31)
dl = L(1+ (—=1)"*" cos(k;L)) SLTNI (32)
‘ TUNRE Kk
A+ WoL(1 4 (—nmHt
1
d' = ————— 34
O ™ ¢k, sinh(kytep) 34)
1 tanh(k,, o,
dr = ontons) (35)
ek, tanh(k,,, t.) km€ox,
1 tanh(kmtoxl)
5 = (36)
€k, tanh(ky, fch) kmeoxl
Vi (1 4 -1 m+1
dr = M (37)
ki cosh (ki tox, )
2 sin (k! tox, V(A7 + A7 (—1)"
dgn,n — ( n‘o I) ( s 2d( ) ) (38)
fox, 5 krzn + (klll)
2 cos(k”t.)k, (B" + B (—1)"*!
dgn,n I ( n Ch) m( S 2d( ) ) (39)
fen <5 ka2, + (ki)
2 sin (kM Yl (C + C1(—=1)" !
dgl,n — ( n OXZ) ( s 2d( ) ) (40)
o 4 &+ (k)
o 2 B:’l +Bn(_1)m+1 km
= = (B: + B > ) (41)
[Ch n kl%‘l + (kﬁl)
V(1 + (—1)m+!
= M (42)

ki cosh(kitox,)

The boundary gaps (x = 0/L) Fourier coefficients are
calculated by assuming a linear potential profile, a valid
approximation consistent with the TCAD [26]. Along line
x = 0, the following linear potential profiles can be written in
the various regions:

box, (0, ') = c1y’ + 2
Pox, (0, ¥') = csy' + co

¢ (0, ') = 3y + ¢4
(43)
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where ¢, ¢, 3, ¢4, Cs, and cg are the constants calculated by
the boundary conditions

$ox, (0,0) =V, (44)
Pox, (0. fox,) = Gen (0. fox,) (45)
D1 (0, fox, + feh) = Pox, (0, fox, + fen) (46)
Pox, (0, tox, + ten) = Vo 47)
—€(c3) +0(0, tox,) = —€ox, (c1) (48)
—€(c3) + (0, fox, + Teh) = —€ox, (5). (49)

0(0,t0x,) = 0(0,t0x, + tch) = N; X (fcn) is the surface
trap concentration. Subsequently, the series coefficients are
calculated as

IOX
AS :/ I Dox; (0, y/) sin(k,lly/) dy’
0
v sin (kfl fox, )

1
B = / ¢ (0, y') cos(k (1 — y')) dy’
fox,
1+ 1 n+1
=D (51)
(kin)?
t
C: = /2 Dox, (0, y’) sin(k,’l”y’) dy’
n
t ( 1)11
=¢ (kol)z (k! ,) )+ it (52)

where t] = tox, + fch and to = fox, + fen + fox,-

V. SIMPLIFIED CHANNEL POTENTIAL MODEL

The analytical model is derived for a double-gate (DG)
TFT where the body is not grounded. Therefore, the elec-
trostatic boundary conditions closely resemble those of
silicon-based DG-MOSFET [26]. Hence, the channel’s gap
potential can be approximated similar to the reports for DG-
MOSEFET [26], [27] as
E,

A + Vds

and  ¢(L,y) = (53)

Eq
¢Ch (07 )7) = 2_7
q
The above approximation significantly snnphﬁes the mathe-
matics by forcing

" = d " =0,

The channel potential is expressed as

Pen(x, y) = —+»mw”aw+mm> (54)
Fig. 3 shows a comparison between the exact potential
model (20) and the approximate model (54). The approximate
channel potential model accurately captures the barrier height,
which is the primary factor in the subthreshold region.
Furthermore, the calculation of boundary gaps Fourier coef-
ficients is also simplified: for A}, B}, and C%, ¢cn(0, y') = f—;,

and for A4, B, and CY, (L, y') = f—q + Vs is used.

Vgs =05V, Vg, = OV

N
L 01T Excat potential Model (Eq. 20)
LLIO -02} - - - - Approximate potential model (Eq. 54)

-03}

-04f

-0.5} :

1 1 1
0 10 20 30 40
x (nm)
Fig. 3. Comparison between exact potential model [see 20] and

approximate potential model [see 54]. Even with the approximation,
maximum barrier height is predicted correctly, leading to a correct
prediction in the OFF current.

VI. MODEL VALIDATION
A. Constant Mobility Drain Current Model

The current equation in the channel is derived by following
the current continuity equation [26]:

quWVn;(1 — eXP( Vas/ Vi)

los = (55)

f“ JroxaHieh exp(zﬁch(x )/ Vi) dy

tox,

where ¢q is the electron charge, © is the constant mobility =
9 cm?/V-s, W is the device width = 1 um, V; is the thermal
voltage, and Vjq is the drain bias. The intrinsic charge density
n; =5 x 10" cm™3, consistent with typical observations in
undoped In,O; material [12], [14].

Fig. 4 presents the validation of the developed model
against experimental and TCAD data. The In,O3 TFT was
fabricated and measured at Purdue University, with the exper-
imental data collected in collaboration with Texas Instruments.
The TCAD Sentaurus simulations were first calibrated using
the experimental data. The key parameters for the TCAD setup

are as follows.

1) The trap concentration in the channel is 1 x 10% cm™3,

located 0.4 eV above the conduction band edge.
2) The trap density in the source and drain is
4 x 10% cm™3

3) A Gaussian trap distribution is assumed along the

source—drain direction.

4) The mobility model includes surface scattering, phonon

scattering, and high-field saturation effects.

Fig. 4(a) shows comparison of the analytical model with
the experimental and TCAD data for Vg, = 0.5 V. While the
analytical model with constant mobility accurately captures
the subthreshold region, it underpredicts the on current. This
is expected because the inversion charge density in the channel
has not been incorporated into the solution of 2-D Poisson’s
equation (8). Including the inversion charge density in the
analytical solution is complex and outside the scope of this
work [26].
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Fig. 4. (a) Field-dependent mobility mode improves the ON region matching. (b) and (c) Validation of the analytical model for low and high drain

voltages with the experimental data and calibrated TCAD deck with Vg1 = 0 V. Default parameters are taken from Fig. 1.
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Fig. 5.

SR

(a) and (b) 3-D surface potential distribution in the device for Vys = 0 V, and Vys = 1V, respectively. Note that potential continuity is

maintained at both top oxide/channel interfaces. For Vs = 1V, the highest potential drop is observed near the drain region following the applied
bias condition. (a) Parameters: V451 = —0.5 V and Vgs2 = 0 V. The source side potential is taken as a reference point, i.e., = 0 V.

VII. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
A. Improved Mobility Model

The constant mobility model tends to underestimate the
on current. To address this, an analytical mobility model is
used, where mobility increases with gate bias and saturates
at higher values, similar to current saturation. A robust and
straightforward approach to deriving such a model is through
a hyperbolic function, which provides a smooth transition and
ensures physical accuracy. The effective mobility is derived

pefr = po(1 + tanh(V, — V) (56)

where 1o = 7.2 cm?/V-s, and V; is the minimum applied
gate voltage. With the updated mobility model, the analytical
model shows consistency in the on region, as demonstrated
in Fig. 4(a). Fig. 4(b) and (c) further validates the analytical
model against experimental data for both low and high drain
voltages, incorporating the improved mobility model.
However, due to the limitations of the analytical approach,
it is not feasible to incorporate extensive empirical mobility
models or account for effects such as surface scattering
and phonon scattering. As a result, some discrepancies are
observed between the analytical model in the moderate inver-
sion region. It is important to note that this work is not pri-
marily focused on modeling the on current region in the TFTs.
Nonetheless, we have enhanced the mobility model to reflect

the requirement for BEOL TFTs to operate effectively as
current drivers, where the on current plays a crucial role.

Note: The model is validated for a gate length
of L =40 nm. While validation across multiple gate lengths
would further assess the model’s robustness, we limit our vali-
dation to a single gate length due to data availability. However,
the calculated subthreshold swing (SS) and threshold voltage
roll-off as a function of channel length scaling align with
physical expectations, demonstrating the model’s capability to
capture SCEs accurately.

Fig. 5(a) and (b) shows the 3-D surface potential distribu-
tion for the entire device for Vg = 0 V, and Vi 1V,
respectively. The top and bottom gates are at —0.5 and 0 V,
respectively. The potential continuity is maintained at the
bottom and top gate oxide with the channel interface, including
the impact of drain bias, signifying the model’s accuracy.

Fig. 6 presents the conduction band profile at the back-gate
oxide and channel interface. The analytical model effectively
predicts the maximum barrier height in the channel, accurately
capturing the DIBL effect.

Fig. 7 shows the I4 — Vg characteristics for various gate
oxide thicknesses at L = 15 and 40 nm. Increasing the gate
oxide thickness weakens the gate control over the channel,
leading to an increase in the orr current value. Furthermore,
due to the reduced gate capacitance, the on current also
decreases at higher gate oxide thickness.
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Fig. 6. Electrostatic conduction band validation with the TCAD. The

model accurately captures the maximum barrier height and DIBL effect.
Default parameters from Fig. 1.
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Fig. 7. Impact of oxide thickness scaling on SCEs and threshold voltage
roll-off. A higher gate oxide thickness reduces the gate control and
increases the OFF current. Default parameters are taken from Fig. 1.
Default parameters are taken from Fig. 1.

A comparison between L = 15 and 40 nm provides insight
into threshold voltage roll-off. The gate voltage required to
achieve a current level of 1 nA/um at t,,, = 5 nm is
approximately —0.3959 V for L = 40 nm and —0.5976 V
for L = 15 nm, resulting in a reduction of approximately
200 mV in Vy,. This threshold voltage roll-off increases to
approximately 630 mV for f,x, = 10 nm. Therefore, the
device’s electrostatic integrity diminishes significantly with
increasing oxide thickness and shorter channel lengths.

Fig. 8 shows the impact of channel length scaling on the
SCEs and Ioyn. Severe SCEs are observed for L = 15 nm,
while increasing the channel length improves gate control
by reducing the influence of the drain electric field. The
long-channel limit is observed around L = 80 nm. Beyond
this gate length, saturation in the orr current is observed due
to the long-channel barrier height, which is not affected by the
channel length modulation.

V ----- 3
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3 " = Ioee saturation
10710
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Fig. 8. Impact of channel length scaling on the device’s threshold

voltage roll-off. The increasing channel length weakens the drain electric
field control on the channel, enhancing the gate control. The long
channel limit is ~80 nm. Default parameters are taken from Fig. 1.
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Fig. 9. Increasing channel thickness raises the OFF current due to

reduced gate directional field gradient. Default parameters are taken
from Fig. 1.

Fig. 9 shows the impact of channel thickness scaling on
the device’s orr and on currents. For L = 20 nm, stronger
drain electric field effects are observed, which is ideal for
studying severe SCEs. Increasing channel thickness weakens
gate control due to the reduced gate field gradient (0 E/dy ).
The analytical model does not include scattering or mobility
degradation effects. As the channel thickness increases, the
gate’s ability to control the channel diminishes, increasing
the orr current. However, higher channel thickness allows for
greater charge density, which raises the on current.

Fig. 10 shows the impact of trap density on the oN/oFF
current characteristics. The source/drain (S/D) trap density is
fixed at 4 x 10 cm™3. Increasing the trap density within
the channel reduces the effective barrier at equilibrium, lead-
ing to a rise in the orr current. While the on current also
increases due to the enhanced electron density in the channel,
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Fig. 11. SS with the channel length for the various combina-
tions of oxide and channel thicknesses. Default parameters are taken
from Fig. 1.

this improvement comes at the expense of higher orr current
levels. When the channel trap density matches that of the S/D,
the barrier is almost suppressed, and the series resistances
primarily limit the current.

Fig. 11 shows the SS characteristics with channel length for
various oxide and channel thicknesses. The SS at L = 15 nm
and 7, = 1 nm is 107, 138, and 202 mV/decade for #.x, = 5,
7, and 10 nm, respectively. On the other hand, the SS at
L =15 nm and t,x, = 5 nm is 116, 126, and 153 mV/decade
for t, = 1.5, 2, and 3 nm, respectively. Increasing the oxide
thickness by 2x causes a ~ 95-mV/decade increase in the SS,
while increasing the channel thickness by 3x raises the SS
only by ~ 37 mV/decade. Therefore, the device’s SS is much
more sensitive to oxide scaling than to channel thickness
scaling.

Fig. 12 shows the threshold voltage roll-off plot with
channel length at different oxide and channel thicknesses.
As observed in the SS plot, scaling in the oxide thickness
causes a significantly larger threshold voltage roll-off than the

channel thickness scaling. From the SS and threshold voltage
roll-off plots, it can be concluded that the device’s short-
channel characteristics are more prone to gate oxide scaling
than to channel length scaling. Note that the constant current
method at the 1-nA/um current level is used to calculate the
Vin roll-off.

VIII. CONCLUSION

We have developed an analytical model for In,Os; TFTs
using Green’s function approach by solving 2-D Poisson’s
equation. Model validation against experimental and TCAD
data demonstrates good agreement for both high and low drain
voltages. The model accurately reflects critical phenomena
such as threshold voltage roll-off, SCEs, and DIBL, with the
results highlighting the tradeoffs involved in scaling gate oxide
thickness, channel thickness, and channel length. Although the
oN current region shows some discrepancy due to the exclu-
sion of inversion charge density, an improved field-dependent
mobility model ensures consistency in the on region. The
framework can act as a fast analytical tool to aid in the design
of the device by relating its performance metrics with key
geometry and material parameters.

IX. GREEN’S FUNCTION
Gi,(x, y;x',y)
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